Service of Reconciliation

St Michael and St John

Clitheroe

[image: image1.wmf]
Tuesday 12th March 2019
6:30pm

Order of Service

Reconciliation Service 2016
Welcome – Fr. John extends a welcome to the children and families.

The purpose of the evening is explained.

Welcome to this evening’s service of Reconciliation. The children are taking the next step on their journey of faith and we gather as a community to offer support and encouragement to them and their families. There will be an opportunity for everyone to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the end of the service. 
Hymn - Number 134  “Father, I Place Into Your Hands”

.

The Liturgy of the Word

Gospel Reading – The story of the Prodigal Son will be told by our pupil Chaplains

The response to the Gospel; Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.   
(Homily)

The Children will now offer prayers to the Holy Spirit.

--------------------------------------------------------------

Miss Smith:

There follows an examination of conscience in which the children are encouraged to consider those actions, thoughts and words which may have offended or upset others. They may also consider the times when they have failed to do something positive which may have helped another person. This examination of conscience allows us all to prepare to receive God’s complete and unconditional forgiveness.

Rite of Reconciliation

Fr. John   Let us stand and all together as members of God’s family tell Him we are  sorry for our sins.

.

Fr. John   
 Father, we have sinned against you and against each other. Lord have mercy.

All

Lord have mercy.

Fr. John   
We have thought too much of ourselves and not enough of you and the good   

           

of others. Lord have mercy.

All

Christ have mercy.

Fr. John   
We have been slow to forgive and to be makers of peace. Lord have mercy.

All

Lord have mercy.

Fr. John   
Let us pray together in the words that Jesus taught us, that he may forgive our sins and bring us to forgive those who have sinned against us.

Together we say;
Our Father

Fr. John   explains to the congregation the significance of  the Paschal Candle and then outlines how the children and other members of the congregation will make their individual confessions.

Hymn – Number 307 
Lay Your Hands
The Children are then invited to make their first formal act of reconciliation. Families are asked to take their child to the priest and introduce them. This demonstrates the support that your child receives from you, the parents, throughout their journey of faith.
During this time we respectively ask you to remain quiet in the benches to allow the children to concentrate on their reconciliation.  The Youth Choir, together with the school choir, will be singing appropriate hymns to help us reflect during this quiet time.
All Kneel.
During the Sacrament, the children will be offered a lighted candle with the words;

“Keep the light of Christ alight in your hearts”

Your child will then be invited to say a few private prayers as a penance and will then return to the family bench to complete the service.

Please remain silent during this part of the service as quiet reflection and prayer are an integral part of the Sacrament.

Concluding Rite
When all the children have been to confession, they will be called to the Altar to lead the in the following Hymn :

1.God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name.

I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name.

And in Jesus’ name I come to you

To share his love as he told me to.

2. All pow’r is giv’n in Jesus’ name,

In earth and heav’n in Jesus’ name.

And in Jesus’ name I come to you

To share his pow’r as he told me to.

Chorus

He said: “Freely, freely you have received;

Freely, freely give.

Go in my name and because you believe,

Others will know that I live.”

Congratulations to the children and thank you to all who helped prepare them for this Sacrament.

Fr. John  gives each child a ‘Sign of Peace’ then the children return to their benches.

